
1st AMENDMENT LAW
HOW TO ORGANIZE IT

1. You need to know 22 rules plus this structure.
2. Understand each rule and practice what you would write.
3. For Maximum points:  State rule; Explain policy;Apply rule to facts. 

1st Amend Provides “Congress shall make no law abridging freedom of speech, ….”  (Rule 1)

Applies to the states “A State shall make no law abridging freedom of speech, ...”       (Rule 2)
through the 
due process clause of
the 14th Amendment  

 

Always include Not Vague   (Rule 3)
these in your
answer, if Not Overbroad   (Rule 4)  
speech is impaired 

Not a prior Restraint   (Rule 5)

Public Forum   (Rule 6)
If Gov. Reg. is by

 Time/Place/Manner, Quasi-Public Forum   (Rule 7)
the FORUM (Same is Semi-Public)
determines the rules

Specific   Open to the public   (Rule 8)
CONTENT Speech Private Forum
1st Amend.   Not open to the         (Rule 9)
(Do not   Public
abridge
these 
freedoms)

If Gov. is Regulating   (Rule 10)
 Symbolic Speech

 
Obscenity       (Rule 11)

Unprotected Advocacy of     (Rule 12)
Speech Illegal Conduct
(Or not fully

Assoc.      (Rule 18) protected) Fighting Words     (Rule 13)
(Implied)

Hostile Audience   (Rule 14)
Press      (Rule 19) If Gov. is  

Regulating by Defamation       (Rule 15)
Religion     (Rule 20) CONTENT

Commercial           (Rule 16)
Assemble   (Rule 21) Speech

Petition      (Rule 22)
All other Strict Scrutiny     (Rule 17)
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